
Minutes of the Parent Forum 22.05.17 

Present 

Deborah Metcalfe 

Jackie Haughin  

Morna Watts  

Julie Sharpe  

Lisa Artis  

John Williams 

Jane Davidson  

Daniella Dixon 

Nikki  Merry 

No Apologies- all present 

Agree Terms of Reference 

DM reads through terms of reference 

We as a group cannot make policy, parent forum harvest ideas from parents and in 

turn these ideas are shared with the Governing Body. Ideas, suggestions and 

development ideas will be shared with governors to support decision making 

Registering Siblings 

DM To help us as a school it would be useful if the office were told as soon as 

possible if siblings are due next year and the following year. Places in the area are at 

a premium. As a school we get daily phone calls asking if we have places for 

children across the school..  

JD Is that new parents moving into the area? 

DM yes and children moving schools 

DM Our problem is we have 4 classes in FS/KS1, but when the children move into 

KS2 we have class sizes of 35+. 

Electronic Payments 

I will send out the information via Parentmail and if you can find out what parents 

think and then feedback to us. Costs are very expensive. Parentmail incurs an 

annual fee of £379 per annum, plus set up costs £149. When a payment is made 

there is a cost of (1.29%) 19p per payment on a £15 charge. We need to find out 

how we can fund this if parents want it. School really can’t afford to fund it. It is a 

convenience for parents, but would not add to the education of pupils.  

NM If parents want it they need to understand that they will have to pay for it.  



DM Parents need to know the costs  

DM in parent surveys they have said that Parent mail is underused. But perhaps this 

is because they don’t understand the difficulties for our office staff and the costs that 

would be incurred.  

JW Is there a cost to transfer into one of the school bank accounts? 

DM We did look into that, but the bank branch closed in Chorley. The nearest branch 

is then Preston and that was unsafe for Janet to travel to deposit money. We 

therefore needed to change banks to another in Chorley.. We have discussed with 

another bank in Chorley, but they are not being very helpful or supportive of setting 

up bank transfers. 

DM I will put the information out to parents then perhaps you could collect feedback 

for the next meeting. 

AM Do St Michaels have a system whereby the parents pay a fee per annum 

DM That is a contribution of £10 per month for building work as they are a church 

school 

AM If the majority of parents want electronic payments then perhaps this could be 

introduced 

DM Difficult because you can’t make a parent pay if they don’t want the system and 

all might need to contribute to finance it. 

AOB 

LA Some parents want clarity on dates as opposed to day when sending out a 

Parentmail eg.Next Tuesday 23/5/17 

DM agreed- we will tell everyone. Can see that it would be helpful if scrolling through 

a mobile device 

NM I am missing parent mail notifications for my youngest child. Should I get them 

for both children 

DM Yes- check with the office. Mrs Metcalfe explained how new starters/parents 

have to register and are set up. 

NM Can we mention to new parents just in case they haven’t registered their child 

DM Agreed 

DD Explained that her child didn’t seem to be having many books available through 

Bug Club. 

DM Said that staff will be asked to check that all pupils without exception have plenty 

of books. 

JW What is uptake on Parent mail? 



DM about 5 parents don’t take it up- perhaps they don’t use email. It is excellent 

take-up compared with other schools. 

MW Are there going to be any second hand uniform sales 

DM It would have to be run by parents. A uniform exchange would be a good idea, 

but it is not something that staff could run.   

DD there is a cluster meeting for schools at Trinity Buckshaw about funding cuts. Are 

we involved? 

DM No we are part of local schools cluster - Clayton and Whittle Alliance and CHIP 

clustes which is mainly church schools. We are not involved in that cluster. But we 

do write about things like funding within our groups. We are due to have significant 

funding cuts if the School Funding Formula goes ahead. The consultation period for 

this has been put on hold because of the general election. 

It was agreed by all that the forum member’s emails would be sent out to parents to 

aid communication rather than Facebook. 

Next meeting will be held on date 19 June 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


