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SCHOOL NEWSLETTER NO 22 

DATE: Friday 10th March 2017 

Love, Learn, Share, Care - We are God’s children doing God’s work 

Our Christian Value for this half term is Forgiveness 

Fair trade February 27th – 11th March is Fair trade Fortnight. Fair trade has transformed and is 
transforming the lives of many farmers in the third world. It is so easy to think about what we 
don’t have as a family rather than think of all that we do have and our many blessings. Let’s ask 
forgiveness for not appreciating what we have and the blessings in our lives. Perhaps we can 
think and focus on these in the week ahead and also support Fair trade in some way as we 
purchase goods this weekend. 
Lord Jesus, you taught us that we are all God’s Children and are of equal value. Give us the 
courage and opportunity to share this message through the promotion and support of Fair 
trade. This week we pray for our friends in all the Diocesan family of schools in the West 
Lancashire District. Amen 
 

Today’s Bible Verse 

Luke 3:11  And he answered them, “Whoever has two tunics is to share with him who has 
none, and whoever has food is to do likewise.”  

 
Hockey success 
Year 6 took part in a Chorley Sports Partnership Hockey competition on Wednesday night. The team came 
second so our school progressed to the Chorley school’s finals. I am sure the new school sports kit helped 
them along the way- they certainly looked the part. Well done Team Whittle! 
 
Dinner Money 
It is the financial year end for Lancashire County Council so all payments of money should be made in full. As 
it is a 7 week term, dinner money for the half term is £77.00 which should have already been paid. Please 
note that if dinner arrears become greater than £80, your child will be removed from the dinner list and will 
have to bring in a packed lunch. This is Lancashire County Council money and school cannot cover these debts 
through its school budget. 
 
Parent Forum 
Parents of pupils in Reception, Year 2 and Year 4 have voted for their representatives with the following 
results:  
Reception- Mrs Artis,  
Year 2 - Mr Williams 
Year 4 - Mrs Watts.  
Mrs Field has said she will stand again for Year 5 if nobody else comes forward and we still need 
representatives for Year 1, 3 and 6. Please let the office know and we will take the first parent to come 
forward for each of these year groups. 
 
Y6 Residential 
Please note this is fast approaching and all monies should be paid by the Easter holidays at the latest. Thank 
you 
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Our School Improvement Priorities and our progress so far this academic year - February review 

Key Priority 1:  
To raise profile and progress of children in Reading across the school 

Full audit was completed by English Leader, Headteacher and Literacy consultant and from this a bespoke package of 
training developed for the year ahead. A 100% decodable phonics reading scheme was purchased and put in place by 
October 2016 at the cost of £7, 200. This also included an on-line reading scheme for our more developed readers which 
could run along-side our existing reading books and training for staff on the system for staff (2 twilight/evening sessions). 
The impact of the on-line reading system is that children have access to a greater number of books at any one time and 
access to books is not just dependent on an adult changing pupil’s books. A few parents have expressed that they prefer 
‘real’ books rather than e-books, however the on-line reading scheme is used to supplement the real book reading 
scheme. In a number of cases these comments highlighted that some children were not taking their reading book home. 
Many parents have said that the e-books have engaged their children who were reluctant or unenthusiastic readers. The 
phonics scheme appears to be immersing pupils in phonics and the impact of this is that children are more readily 
applying their phonic knowledge. 
Most children are using the on-line scheme. Children are given access to the books in school if they do not have internet 
access at home or do not access it at home. There is still more work to be done in engaging all pupils in the use of this.  
Following the audit at the beginning of the year which included a review of the KS2 SATs tests 2016, staff training in 
delivering inference booster sessions was carried out. The impact of this is that groups of children could have inference 
intervention. So far just short of thirty pupils have received intervention and many of these have made greatly 
accelerated progress in reading (up to 5 years progress in 5 months). This will be rolled out to further groups of children 
during this academic year. 
Other training that has been delivered since September has included Phonics training and development for all teachers 
and teaching assistants. This has further developed the quality of our daily phonics lessons and knowledge of phonics 
generally in all year groups. 
All staff have received ’Talk for Writing’ training which has raised the profile of memorising texts and story maps to act as 
a support and to models pupils in their own writing ability to use text to support writing, thus enabling to see pupils to 
see the relation between what is read and can be translated into pupil’s own writing. 
 

Key Priority 2:  
The differences between girls’ and boys’ attainment and progress to close in Maths. 

A survey of pupil attitudes was carried out at the beginning of the academic year. The key messages of this survey were as 
follows:  

 In every class, boys had a higher % of positivity regarding enjoying maths. 

 boys had a higher positive impression of how good they are at maths 

 In most classes, a higher percentage of girls identified an understanding what to do to improve 

 Very high percentage of girls in every class had the confidence to return to work to improve and check. The boys 
however were a lot lower across most classes. 

 In every class, girls are more likely to ask for help than boys. 

 Boys comments indicated that they would be more likely to hide their uncertainty if they were unsure of what to 
do. 

The results of this survey have been shared with staff. Planning has been monitored for modification to support girls’ 
maths development. Lesson observations have also looked at class behaviour. Lessons seen show an equal number of 
questions being answered by girls/boys and planning indicated targeted girl questions. They survey will be repeated at 
the end of the academic year. 
Maths booster sessions have been running with a specialist teacher for middle ability girls in Year 4 to increase confidence 
and speed of numerical skills. The plan is to run these for the next couple of years in order to accelerate the progress of 
this group to match that of the boys historically. 
The Edge Hill research project has enabled access to some interesting Home Learning projects with practical applications 
for maths concepts. These are useful and will be used with subsequent Y6 classes. So far the study is showing that the 
children are engaged, but ones that are reluctant to do complete Home Learning are still reluctant. Girls have enjoyed the 
activities that are tailored to girls’ interests as would be expected. 
In the Autumn term Y6 pupil entered the Balshaw Maths Challenge as usual. In previously male teams have been sent. 
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This year two mixed teams were sent and one of these won the competition. 
Maths certificated and celebrations have been evident in celebration worship. 
Key Priority 3:  
To develop the role of the middle/subject leaders in school 

Middle Leaders have been given time to monitor their subject- book scrutiny, lesson observation. A greater number of 
staff have been proactive in emailing new initiatives and research to each other to further develop the teaching of their 
subject. Staff have action plans in place for their subject or area of responsibility. A number of staff have taken a lead on 
delivering training to other members of the school staff and to staff in other schools within our Alliance of seven schools. 
Within the Alliance our school initiated cluster meetings for subject leaders across the seven schools. One member of 
staff has embarked on the National Professional Qualification for Middle Leaders and the impact of this is that they look a 
lead on the audit and development of phonics in Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1.The impact of this is that there have 
been opportunities to have shared training, review of on-line safety policies, looking at assessment for subjects and 
monitoring standards within some subjects. Staff in these clusters have also been able to share expertise, ideas and 
initiatives. 
Key Priority 4: 
Develop the role of the vision and values sub-committee 

Governors have received training from the school’s Diocesan Adviser and during this advice was given that setting up a 
sub-committee for the Christian Ethos of the School might not be as effective as incorporating this within Full Governor 
meetings.  A sub-committee of the governing body has been created to initially develop a three year strategic plan for the 
Board and the basis of this will be the development of our Church school to manoeuvre and position the school so that it 
can attain its aims and goals at the end of the three year period. This includes greater involvement with the Diocese and 
other church schools.  
Governors have carried out RE book scrutiny to consider the standards of RE across the school, teaching and marking. It is 
clear from such scrutiny that the standards in RE are at least as good in other subjects and often better. 
The development of an outdoor Prayer space has been delayed slightly by the building of the new Year 6 classroom. We 
aim to focus on this upon the completion of the Y6 unit. Mrs Metcalfe has approached the Chair of the PTFA to see if they 
might support school with this as part of a project to deliver improvements to the playground and their initial response 
seemed positive. 
The creation of a ‘Sensory Garden’ and reflective/spiritual space near the willow tunnel is underway with plans drawn up. 
The building works should be completed by the end of March. 
Children have delivered worship as classes to parents and some governors have attended and evaluated these. 
Each class has a worship evaluation book for the children to write their responses to worship. These will be brought to the 
Summer term governors meeting for review. 
If you have any comments or views regarding the school’s work in these areas- celebrations or areas to 
further develop please mention them to Mrs Metcalfe 
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Term dates for your information      

Tues 14 Mar Y3 World of Glass Trip 
Wed 15 Mar Proposed Science Day 
Thur 16  Mar Interim Reports out to parents 
Wed 22th Mar Y6 SATS information evening 6pm  

PTFA Body Shop party 7pm 
23-26 Mar Real Lives event at St Michael’s High School 
Fri 24 Mar Comic Relief ‘Go Dotty Day’ and cake sale- donations 

KS1 Athletics Inclusion Festival 
Thur 30 Mar Parents Evening from 2:30pm 
Wed 5 April Easter Bingo 
Easter Holiday Monday10 April-Friday 21 April (School closes 1:30pm Friday 7th April) 
Week beginning Monday 8 May is KS2 SATs week 
 
Tue 25 April Clayton Cup competition 
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