
Minutes of Parent Forum Meeting on 11th May 2016 5:30pm 

Present: Emma Monks, Julie Sharpe, Lisa Artis, Laura Marsh, Rachel Eaton, Sally 

Frances 

Apologies: Jane Knowles 

Uniform 

Mrs Metcalfe explained that the new uniform was created for future pupils at 

Whittle School. The Reception pupils in September would wear the new one as 

they start then future Reception pupils would begin school wearing the new 

uniform. In her one and only newsletter which mentioned the uniform change, Mrs 

Metcalfe explained this and stated that the rest of the school would be wearing 

the old uniform. In the same newsletter, Mrs Metcalfe said that children wearing 

the current uniform i.e. current pupils would be expected to wear the logo 

sweatshirts. 

Lisa Artis said that there had been some confusion; that parents thought the 

uniform would be phased in for the current children. 

Mrs Metcalfe confirmed that the uniform had only been intended for future pupils 

and that the discussions from the last parent forum meeting had informed the 

choice regarding what the uniform would be. The feeling of the parents and the 

forum members at the previous meeting had, in summary, been that: 

 parents did not like the sweatshirts 

 red was not a good colour as if faded and looked scruffy/different shades 

 parents preferred knitwear 

 parents felt that the Year 6 uniform was smartest. 

 Some parents stated that they liked the tartan that some schools were 

wearing 

 Parents wanted their children to look smarter 

It was therefore decided to base a new uniform on the Year 6 uniform with grey 

jumpers, ties and with a patterned skirt. 

Mrs Metcalfe explained that the pattern on the skirt is not actually a tartan, but 

that it is a good description for visualisation purposes. She also explained that 

parents were not being expected to change to the new uniform at all and that the 

words ‘phasing in’ was actually a description of what would happen as the new 

Reception pupils worked their way through the school. It was intended that the 

uniform would be a ‘slow grow’. Mrs Metcalfe was aware that there had been much 

discussion about the uniform, but no parent had made negative comments about it 

directly to her personally, via email or letter. She had only had positive comments 

made to her about the smartness of the new uniform. 



Laura Marsh said that large numbers of parents were not opposed to the new 

uniform and in fact many really liked the new uniform but that there was a 

reluctance to say this due to the negativity about the uniform expressed online. 

Sally Frances said that lots of people had spoken to her saying that they really 

liked it and wanted it for their children. This was especially the case where 

parents were going to have a second child starting in a different uniform. 

Julie Sharpe said that there had been comments about the cost of the uniform and 

that some parents would not be able to afford it. 

Mrs Metcalfe said that this had been discussed with John Walker (Chair of 

Governors) and it had been agreed that if a parent was on income based benefits 

(not child benefit) then the uniform could be purchased at a 50% reduction. 

Parents would need to confidentially present a benefit statement just as they 

would for free school meals. This would mean that the jumper would be purchased 

at £6.75 much less than the usual sweatshirt price and the skirt would be £4.75. 

Mrs Metcalfe also explained that there was a school winter coat available which 

was waterproof (Stormdri2000) and would be on sale from £17. This would be 

£8.50 to parents on benefits which would be a great price for a winter coat and it 

would not be possible for any parent to get a quality coat at that price in the 

shops. Mrs Metcalfe showed the coat to the Forum Members. 

All agreed it was exceptional value for money and a great idea. 

Rachel Eaton said that the vast majority of parents of current pupils want the 

uniform for their children and asked if it would be possible to introduce it for 

parents who wish to buy it for September. Laura Marsh, Lisa Artis and Sally 

Frances agreed with this idea. The rest of the Forum also questioned why not? 

Mrs Metcalfe explained that both she and Mr Walker had not proposed this or 

initially considered this as there might be many parents who would not want to 

have the uniform, thus causing unrest. It could not just be brought into a school in 

that way, there has to be a phasing in of some description.  

General comments: If the originally suggested phasing in is followed most children 

will not get to wear it, yet so many parents are saying that they want it now. 

Although there have been a few concerns, the overwhelming majority of parents 

have a positive attitude to it, think it is great and want it (even if they are not 

speaking out publicly due to strength of feeling of a few). 

 Rachel Eaton asked about grey socks with the summer dresses. 

Mrs Metcalfe said that grey socks should be worn with the ‘winter uniform’. She 

agreed that white ankle socks could be worn with summer dresses. 



Rachel Eaton asked if girls could wear grey trousers. Mrs Metcalfe said of course, 

this is an option for girls as well as boys. 

Lisa Artis asked if the decision about it only being Reception children could be 

changed, if it could be offered to all children. 

Mrs Metcalfe explained that she had only yesterday had a discussion with Mr 

Walker about parents’ wishes to adopt the uniform quicker and he actually didn’t 

mind. She asked the Forum how they would like the uniform change to happen and 

was happy for them to make the decision. 

The Forum unanimously agreed that although there were a few concerns the 

overwhelming majority have expressed to them that they would like the 

uniform for their children.  

The Forum unanimously agreed that they would like the uniform introduced for 

all to buy. 

Laura Marsh proposed that parents could choose to buy it or not for next year then 

in September 2017 all children should wear it. 

The Forum unanimously agreed that this should happen and that a letter should 

be sent out to parents stating that it has been a Parent Forum decision. 

Mrs Metcalfe proposed that as the forum felt so strongly about it, an order form 

for both the new and the old uniform could be sent out to all parents so that they 

can choose which they order/buy (orders would have to be made quickly to get it 

in in time for September). Mrs Metcalfe also said that the uniform would need to 

be paid for at the time of ordering whichever one parents were buying. She also 

reiterated that children should wear the red logo sweatshirts if buying the current 

uniform, but both would have to be ordered in as the stocks of the current red 

sweatshirts are very low. 

The Forum unanimously agreed that the two order forms should be sent out for 

parents to choose which one they want to buy. 

Emma Monks Can next year’s Year 6 pupils order and buy the new jumper if they 

want? 

The Forum unanimously agreed that parent of Year 6 should be able to buy 

either a plain grey jumper elsewhere (current uniform) or the new school logo 

knitted grey jumper with the red stripe at the neck for September 2016. All 

felt that from September 2017 every Year 6 should wear the logo grey jumper 

with red stripe around the V-neck. 

Emma Monks What about the tie or something different for Year6 to show they are 

the oldest? 



Julie Sharpe suggested black trousers / skirts for year six to make them feel older and 

mature if they wanted 

Mrs Metcalfe said that she would like next year’s Year 6 to design a new Year 6 tie 

with the Year 5 pupils- like they have at St Michael’s. Year 5 and Year 6 could be 

consulted re black trousers. 

Rachel Eaton asked about summer dresses with the grey jumper. A parent had said 

that it might look strange. 

Laura Marsh said that it would look fine and Sally Frances agreed. 

It was agreed by the Forum that the uniform should be made available to parents 

to view after the letter minutes had gone out as some might not have seen it. 

Mrs Metcalfe said that size samples would be needed for parents to try on their 

children prior to ordering so that they know what size to order- they would be able 

to see it then. The display model could also be put outside. 

Mrs Metcalfe agreed that she would email the minutes to Forum members for 

checking/agreeing and get them out to parents as soon as possible.  

Forum members all agreed that they wanted to send a letter out to parents 

with the order forms stating their decisions. 

The meeting closed at approximately 7:45pm 

 


