
Year 6                

Unit 5  Art & 

Science Bias  

Whittle-le-Woods C.E. Primary School  

The arts are a source of inspiration, enjoyment and fulfilment.  They provide contexts in which children learn to express 

thoughts and emotions, use their imaginations, experiment and develop creativity.  Working as arts they are encouraged 

to develop their own voice and to actively collaborate in order to communicate with different audiences through a variety 

of media and contexts. Children live in an age of fast-moving science and design and technology. This area of learning is 

fundamental to exploring, understanding and influencing the natural and made worlds in which we live. It offers a wealth 

of experiences and ideas that encourage children's natural curiosity and creativity, inspiring awe and wonder. This area of 

learning helps children to find new ways of looking at the world and to engage with changing explanations about how the 

world works. Children tackle problems, forming questions, generating and testing ideas and designs and deciding how to 

seek solutions. They gather and make sense of evidence, test out hypotheses and evaluate processes and outcomes. They 

learn the possibilities of science, design and technology, inspiring them to become the scientists, engineers, designers and 

innovators of the future and how to be informed citizens responsive to the needs of others and the world in which they 

live. 

Focus for learning: 

Developing drawing 

skills and the use of a 

sketchbook. Using 

observational skills in art 

to understand more 

about our world. 
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Resilience

• Understanding 
of five 
classification 
kingdoms

Oracy

• Debate on 
classification of 
difficult 
organisms  

Curiosity

• Awe and 
wonder 
linked to 
classification

Spirituality

• How do all of 
the living 
creatures link 
to the creation 
story?

Critical 
Thinking

•"Endless forms most 
beautiful and most 
wonderful" Darwin -
what did he mean?

Responding

• What if one 
species 
disappeared 
from the eco 
system? 

 

Key Learning:-  Still life drawings focusing on very specific 

detail.  

To describe how living things are classified into broad 

groups, they will also give reasons. 

 

As artists, we will study the work of MC Escher relating 

to still life drawings and then his work on black and 

white tessellating shape patterns of nature. We will then 

recreate his work and adapt it to show our own 

understanding.  

As scientists, we will look in detail at the life cycle of 

plants. We will examine the transportation system 

within the plant. We will create classification keys and 

then examine the five kingdoms. Chdn will learn new 

vocabulary and understand how this links to the living 

word in its entirety. 

 

 

Curriculum Shapers 

3D environmental 
Friendly House 

with evidence of 
tesselation

Classification

Find own 
tessalation 
patterns in 

nature

Five 
kingdoms

Art assessment 
piece - leaves

Encironmental 
concerns 

Seven life processes 
focusing on leaves

Work of Art 

– Escher -  
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KICKSTART FOR LEARNING:-  

Key Objectives – What we 

want the children to learn 

Key Opportunities – how learning will take 

place 

Opportunities to write – genres for 

children to develop their writing skills 

(linked to previous units) 

Explanation text linked to Life 

processes 

Formal presentation of findings 

relating to gestation 

Create a leaflet on Global warming 

Debate around global warming issues 

Challenge Target – what we hope 

children will achieve: they will 

recognise and explain the processes 

that have created global warming 

concerns, especially the impact of CO2. 

Explain that all living things need to 
reproduce and adapt if the species is to 
survive. They can also design a 3d model 
from a 2d drawing where they can create 
answers to environmental problems. They 
can understand why views held by people 
about environmental change are different. 
They will draw in detail a leaf showing the 
transportation of nutrients along the length 
of the leaf. 

LO:  
to inspire awe and 
wonder and to start to 
understand 
classification 

Using toy animals, small world vegetation 
and large sheets of paper: How can living 
organisms be grouped into different things? 
Children use their own grouping criteria to 
group them. What discoveries have they 
made? What problems ensue? Chdn create 
lots of questions 

LO: To understand a 

classification key 

 

The Five Kingdom classification 

Currently, the most widely accepted 

classification of living things is the ‘Five 

Kingdom’ classification. 

The major groups, known as kingdoms are: 

Prokaryotae(Bacteria), Protoctista(Protists), 

Fungi, Plantae (Plants), Animalia (Animals). 

Research 

Poetry/Class Novel 

Poem – Environmental Awareness  

Poem by Sylvia Stults 

 

Novel – Journey to the River Sea - 

Eva Ibbotson 

 

LO: To analyse the 

advantages of certain plant 

features 

 

What is the advantage of having tendrils on 

plants? 

Why are petals brightly coloured? 

Why are flowers scented? 

Research and observations 

Core Target – what all children will 
learn: explain that living things need to 
reproduce if the species is to survive and 
recognise stages in the growth and 
development of humans. They can also 
plan and create a 3d model from a 2d 
drawing where they can focus on 
environmental concerns. They can identify 
and explain the different views held by 
people about environmental change; 
recognise how people can improve or 
damage the environment in association 
with global warming concerns; describe 
human activity which affects global 
concerns in a negative way. They will 
also show understanding of the 
structure of a leave by observational 

To look closely at shapes 

and space, and make 

informed judgments about 

making them into 

meaningful pieces of art 

 

From a swirly shape design imagine what shapes 

could be, and add detail to make them look like 

animals/ objects e.g. fish, birds, butterflies. 

collect images of patterns and tessellating shapes 

around us, e.g. paving slabs, mesh fencing, bricks. 

Now create own tessellating pattern (regular 

shapes) Use sketch books 

Links with experts - Learning Hero & 

Visit/Visitor 

Learning Hero- M C Escher & Van Gogh 

Visit – Robin Wood 

To be informed by the work 

of an artist and produce 

create a shape that will tessellate, Cut out and 

stick on the opposite side pieces of the rectangle 
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work in a similar style 

 
to make a simple shape, e.g. a fish, a rocket.  (use 

as a wallpaper/carpet in their 3d house) 

 

sketches of leaves. 

LO: To develop close 

observational 

sketching skills 

Looking at a  range of leaves, chdn will learn 

how to sketch focusing on detail. This will link 

to the transportation of nutrients in a leaf. 

Parental Involvement 

 

 

Stepping Stone Target – foundations 

of learning - begin to understand that 

human activity can affect  global concerns in 

a negative way, they also recognise some 

stages in the development of humans, they 

can also create a 3d model from a 2d 

drawing. Their understanding of living 

things is enhanced by observational 

drawings of leaves. 
 

CELEBRATION OF LEARNING:-  Children will showcase their 3D houses, explaining to a group of homebuilders (their parents) why 

these are the homes of the future 

 

 


