
Unit 6   History & 

Geography Bias 

Year 

Whittle-le-Woods C.E. Primary School 

This area of learning is set to help children make sense of our place in the world and is central to their 
development as informed, active and responsible citizens.  It encourages children to investigate the world 
around them from the local to the global.  Through exploring cultures, beliefs, values, human rights and 
responsibilities, children develop a deeper understanding of themselves and others, and a sense of belonging. 
They see how societies are organised and shaped by people’s values and actions, and how communities can 
live and work together. This unit aims to fire children’s curiosity and imagination about who we are, where 
we have come from, where we live and where we might be going next.  It connects Britain’s past with the 
present and the future, helps children make sense of our place in the world and is central to their 
development as informed, active and responsible citizens.  They begin to understand how events that 
happened in Britain long ago can affect our lives today and how our actions shape the future.  Children will 
secure knowledge of how the present has been shaped by the past, through developing a sense of chronology, 
exploring change and continuity over time and understanding why and where things happened 

Focus for learning: 
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Theme Day Focus:

Mayan 

Day-

Date:- 8.07.

What if discovering The Mayans led to an 
appreciation for ancient civilisations and 

inspired a sense of humility

Key Learning

Map the Mayas

Find and locate the ancient countries 
of Mesoamerica and contrast with  

area today

Key Learning

Sacred Texts

Know the significance of the primary 
source Popul Vuh - Mayan creation 

story

Write letters to Mayan children

Key Learning

Exciting Exploration

Investigaate primary historical  
souces - drawings and journal entries 

from explorers

Recreate own line drawings 

Key Learning

Towering Temples 

Investigate Mayan architecture Great 
Temple Tenochtitlan

Create own model using nets.  

Key Learning 

Cracking the Code

Decipher Mayan hieroglyphs on 
stelas. Compare with own language 

system.

Write own name in glyphs

Make a clay stela

Key Learning

The Meaning of  Masks

Understand the significance of masks 
in Mayan culture

Mask making 
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Resilience

•How did the explorers 
Catherwood and 
Stephens show 
resilience? 

Oracy

• Discussion, 
questioning, 
debates, 
presentation of 
creative 
homework

Curiosity

• Learning about an 
ancient 
civilisation using a 
variety of 
historical sources 
will evoke the 
childrens natural 
curiousity and 
fascination.

Spirituality

•Learning about the 
people of  an ancient 
culture, their beliefs  
and their  legacy will 
provide 
opportunities for   
reflection and 
spiritual awareness

Critical 
Thinking

• Children will 
apply their 
problem solving 
skills to decipher 
the Mayan 
number system 
and Mayan 
hyeroglyphics

Responding

•Children will be 
encouraged to respond 
creatively and 
imaginatively to 
communicate their 
historical  and 
geographical 
understanding of  the 
Mayans  e.g. mask 
making, sketching and  
designing temples

 

Key Learning:-  What do we know about the Ancient 

Mayans and how do we know it? Children will study a 

variety of historical and geographical sources to learn 

about the Mayan civilization.  

As historians, we will continue to develop chronological 

understanding and use appropriate historical terms.  We 

will understand how our knowledge is constructed from a 

range of sources and we will assess the reliability of 

these sources. We will investigate past events and, by so 

doing, develop the skills of enquiry, analysis, 

interpretation and problem-solving. 

As geographers, we will be curious and fascinated about 

the world and its people and gain an appreciation of other 

cultures. We will continue to develop an understanding of 

the interaction between physical and human processes 

and the formation of environments. We will develop the 

skills of investigation and research. 
 Curriculum Shapers 

Geography Map 
work 

Compare and 
contrast  

Mesoamerica 
with South 

America

Mayan 
Architecture

Maths -nets

Historical 
sources. 

Art/drawing

Mayan Glyphs

Decipher and 
use to write 
own names 

Mayan Masks

DT

The Creation 
story Popul Vuh

English -Letter 
writing

Landmark:-  

 
Chichen Itza 
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KICKSTART FOR LEARNING:-  Dr Who music. Images of chocolate, temple, calendar, glyphs, base 20, Mayan person today 

Key Objectives – What we want 

the children to learn 

Key Opportunities – how learning will 

take place 

Opportunities to write – genres 

for children to develop their 

writing skills (linked to previous 

units) 

Letters  

Name writing using glyphs 

Labels  

Creative homework  

 

Challenge Target – what we hope 

children will achieve:.  

Show knowledge & understanding of the 

main events, people and periods studied in 

the context of when they happened.  

Describe the nature and extent of differences 

and the nature and extent of change and 

continuity. Identify the causes and 

consequences of the main events and 

changes that happened in the past. As well as 

suggest relationships between causes  

Suggest reasons for different interpretations 

of the past and they begin to recognise why 

some events, people and changes might be 

judged as more historically significant than 

others. Investigate historical problems and 

issues and begin to ask own questions  

Produce structured work, making appropriate 

use of dates and terms 

Describe features, places and processes in 

more detail and start to explain them’  

Recognize that human activities cause 

changes to the environment and that 

different people will have different views 

about this Explain own views about 

geographical issues.  

Skills:  

Reach a high standard of map skills and  use 

other sources of evidence e.g. aerial photos 

and satellite images to describe places 

 

LO: Geog 

Locate & identify the countries of 

Central America and discover where the 

Mayan & lived 

Use map skills to locate places and 

identify environmental features 

 

Timeline 

Maps 

Globe 

Google Earth 

LO: History  

Know the Mayan creation story found in 

Popul Vuh 
Write letters to Mayan children 

Listen to Creation story (secondary 

source) 

Images of Popul Vuh (primary source) 

Write letters 

Poetry/Class Novel 

Poem – Timothy Winters 

 

Novel – 

 

 

LO: History Investigate the work of 

Catherwood in recording details of 

architectural finds using a camera lucida.   

 

Find out about the peoples studied from 

a range of sources of information 

Geog 

Locate temples on map 

Art 

Record from experience & imagination 

Mapwork of  explorers Catherwoods 

and Stephens 

Look at Catherwood’s drawings 

(primary sources) 

Photographs of temples 

Read primary source journals 
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LO: Investigate Great Temple 

Tenochtitlan & create a model using 

nets.   

Maths Visualise 3D shapes from 2D 

drawings. 2c Make 3D shapes with 

increasing accuracy. 
 

Find out about the peoples studied from 

a range of sources of information 

Communicate their knowledge & 

understanding of history in a variety of 

ways. 

 

Listen to story of Tenochtitlan 

(secondary source) 

Images of Tenochtitlan (primary 

sources) 

3D nets 

Artwork in style of Mayan 

 

Core Target – what all children will learn: 
Show knowledge & understanding by 

describing some of the main, people, events 

and periods studied. Show where they fit in 

chronologically. Describe key features of past 

societies and periods to identify change and 

continuity within and across different periods.  

Identify some cause and consequences of the 

main events and changes that happened in 

the past. Know that the past can be 

interpreted in different ways and can describe 

these different views  Use information as 

evidence to test ideas and say if they are 

correct. Produce structured work, making 

appropriate use of dates and terms. 

Know about different places in various parts 

of the world.  

I can recognize and describe physical 

processes e..  

I understand that people can improve and 

damage environments.  

I use a range of appropriate geographical 

vocabulary.  

Use more advanced map skills such as 6 figure 

grid references and contours to identify and 

describe places and I can draw labelled sketch 

maps.  

 

LO: Decipher Mayan Glyphs 

Find out about characteristic features 

and the social and cultural diversity of 

the Mayan.  

Communicate their knowledge & 

understanding of history in a variety of 

ways. 

 

Show primary sources Mayan Glyphs 

on architecture (primary sources) 

Decipher Mayan glyphs and try 

writing names in glyphs 

Links with experts - Learning Hero 

& Visit/Visitor 

Learning Hero- Catherwood and 

Stephens 

Visit –  

  

LO:   

  Parental Involvement 

Creative homework  

Stepping Stone Target – foundations of 

learning Know that the past is divided into 



Summer 2  Curriculum Unit –History and Geography Focus  

Key Skills - 

WHITTLE-LE-WOODS C.E. PRIMARY SCHOOL 

 different time periods. Show knowledge and 

understanding of a few of the main events, 

people and changes studied. Know that there 

are some things that are the same, and some 

that are different in these time periods.  

Begin to give a few reasons for, and results of, 

the main events and changes.  Identify some 

of the different ways in which the past is 

represented.  

Use sources of information in ways that are 

not just simple observations  

begin to describe places Suggest reasons why 

places are different. Start to use appropriate 

geographical vocabulary.  

Use atlases and globes and begin to show 

skills at using maps at different scales. 

 

 

 

CELEBRATION OF LEARNING:-  Mayan theme day 

 


