
Unit 4   

Geography & 

Music Bias 

Whittle-le-Woods C.E. Primary School 

This area of learning is set to help children make sense of our place in the world and is central to their 

development as informed, active and responsible citizens.  It encourages children to investigate the world 

around them from the local to the global.  Through exploring cultures, beliefs, values, human rights and 

responsibilities, children develop a deeper understanding of themselves and others, and a sense of belonging. 

They see how societies are organised and shaped by people’s values and actions, and how communities can 

live and work together. Music can be a source of inspiration, enjoyment and fulfilment providing contexts in 

which children learn to express their thoughts and emotions, use imaginations, experiment and develop 

creativity. 

Focus for learning: 
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Resilience

• Work as a  whole 
class to create 
polyrhythmic 

music 

Oracy

• Present 
information to 
peers   

Curiosity

• Investigate the 
physical and 
human 
characterisitics 
of a South 
American area

Spirituality

•Understanding the 
culture of 
indigenous people 
and how they live 
and work together 
in their 
environment.

Critical 
Thinking

• Environmental 
awareness. 

• What if the 
rainforests are 
destroyed?

Responding

• Respond to 
instruction from 
experts in order 
to develop 
independent 
performance

 

Key Learning:-  We will learn about the physical, human 

and cultural geography of Brazil.  

 

As geographers we will expand our knowledge of a  

South American area using maps and concentrating on 

environmental regions, key physical and human 

characteristics, and major cities. We will research and 

present information in a variety of ways working as a 

team and independently 

 

As musicians we will perform as part of a group using 

percussion instruments to create polyrhythmic Samba 

music. We will learn the sounds and the roles of Samba 

musical instruments and understand how rhythmic 

patterns can be built over a pulse; about the use of 

different timbres; and about call and response 

  Curriculum Shapers 

Map skills,. Locate 
Brazil , identify 

physical features

Samba Music

Brazil the 
Melting Pot

Samba Dance

Artwork 

Interdepence in 
the Amazonian 

Basin
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KICKSTART FOR LEARNING:- Montage of Brazil (dance, photos, flags, sports, animals, carnival, music, Where is this? Who what where why when 

Key Objectives – What we want 

the children to learn 

Key Opportunities – how learning will take place Opportunities to 

write  - non fiction 

report, a fact file 

and a persuasive 

advert. 

 

Challenge Target – what we hope 

children will achieve: 

Show their knowledge, skills and 
understanding in studies of a range of 
places and environments at more than 
one scale and in different parts of the 
world. Describe and begin to explain 
geographical patterns and physical and 
human processes. Describe how these 
processes can lead to similarities and 
differences in the environments of 
different places and in the lives of people 
who live there. Recognise some of the 
links and relationships that make places 
dependent on each other. Suggest 
explanations for the ways in which human 
activities cause changes to the 
environment and the different views 
people hold about them.  Recognise how 
people try to manage environments 
sustainably. Explain their own views and 
begin to suggest relevant geographical 
questions and issues. Select information 
and sources of evidence, suggest 
plausible conclusions to their 
investigations and present their findings 
both graphically and in writing 

Know where Brazil is 

Identify physical features 

using map skills 
 

Locate geographical features  using an atlas  

Introduce understanding of Equator, Northern 

and Southern Hemispheres.  

Using Google Earth, find the waterfalls of Foz 

do Iguaçu, the Amazon, Rio de Janeiro, Manaus, 

Brasília, the tropical rainforests. 

Be able to identify and 

discuss  the strata of a 

rainforest and the 

interdependence  
 

Identify the main layers in a rainforest and talk 

about the relationships of the different species 

of plants and animals that live there. 

What if we did not respect the rainforest? 

Ecological impact 

 

Poem – Rainforest 

 

Novel – The Lion, 

the Witch and the 

Wardrobe.  

 

 

Know about the different 

cities and the ‘Melting Pot’ 

Know about the ‘lost tribe’ 

Yanomani indigenous tribe  
 

Continental drift. How would people have 

reached South America from other continents? 

What is a Melting Pot? Range of ethnic groups -

origins 

Photographic evidence as geographers 

Differing style of buildings across the country – 

high rise flats, residential areas, 

Spanish/Portuguese style, rural settlements, 

favelas. Industries  

Research a city and work in small groups to 

produce and present a fact file 

Produce a persuasive text Use their knowledge of Brazil to produce a Core Target – what all children will learn: 

Show  knowledge, skills and 
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using their knowledge of 

Brazil 

holiday advert. 

Research and work in small groups to produce a 

holiday advert for an area in Brazil 

understanding in studies of a range of 
places and environments at more than 
one scale and in different parts of the 
world. Begin to recognise and describe 
geographical patterns and to appreciate 
the importance of wider geographical 
location in understanding places.  
Recognise and describe physical and 
human processes. Begin to understand 
how these can change the features of 
places, and how these changes affect the 
lives and activities of people living there. 
Understand how people can both improve 
and damage the environment. Explain 
their own views and the views that other 
people hold about an environmental 
change. Use primary and secondary 
sources of evidence in their investigations 
and communicate their findings using 
appropriate vocabulary  
 

Rainforest Day  Rainforest activities  

Problem Solving with rainforest data Maths,  

English,  Improving listening skills and • note- 

taking (video task); Working on skimming and 

scanning skills (reading comp) 

The Water Cycle and the rainforest Science,  

Art rainforest  

Links with experts - 

Visitor Neil Aspinall 

Samba Musician  

Learning Hero- Pele  

Visit –  

 

Use percussion instruments to 

create polyrhythmic Samba 

music 

Work with a music specialist to investigate and 

experiment with percussion instruments and 

orchestrate a performance 

Learn basic samba dance 

steps and choreograph a 

simple dance routine 

Work with a dance specialist to investigate Samba 

dance steps 

Parental 

Involvement 

Creative homework 

task.  

Present musical 

performance to 

parents 

 

 

Stepping Stone Target – foundations of 

learning Describe and compare the 

physical and human features of different 
localities and offer explanations for the 
locations of some of those features. Be 
aware that different places may have both 
similar and different characteristics. Offer 
reasons for some of their observations 
and for their views and judgements about 
places and environments. Recognise how 
people seek to improve and sustain 
environments. Use skills and sources of 
evidence to respond to a range of 
geographical questions, and begin to use 
appropriate vocabulary to communicate 
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their findings 

 

. 

 

CELEBRATION OF LEARNING:-  Rainforest Day. Present musical performance to parents and whole school 

 


