
Unit 5  Art & 

Science Bias Year 

4 

Whittle-le-Woods C.E. Primary School  

The arts are a source of inspiration, enjoyment and fulfilment.  They provide contexts in which children learn to express 

thoughts and emotions, use their imaginations, experiment and develop creativity.  Working as arts they are encouraged 

to develop their own voice and to actively collaborate in order to communicate with different audiences through a variety 

of media and contexts. Children live in an age of fast-moving science and design and technology. This area of learning is 

fundamental to exploring, understanding and influencing the natural and made worlds in which we live. It offers a wealth 

of experiences and ideas that encourage children's natural curiosity and creativity, inspiring awe and wonder. This area of 

learning helps children to find new ways of looking at the world and to engage with changing explanations about how the 

world works. Children tackle problems, forming questions, generating and testing ideas and designs and deciding how to 

seek solutions. They gather and make sense of evidence, test out hypotheses and evaluate processes and outcomes. They 

learn the possibilities of science, design and technology, inspiring them to become the scientists, engineers, designers and 

innovators of the future and how to be informed citizens responsive to the needs of others and the world in which they 

live. 

Focus for learning: 

Developing drawing 

skills and the use of a 

sketchbook. Using 

observational skills in art 

to understand more 

about our world. 
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Resilience

•Planning, developing  
and creating a piece of 
environmental art 
work. 

•Editing the piece to 
make it the best it can 
be. 

Oracy

• Explaining to 
people about 
motivation for 
there art work. 

• Reciting Angela 
Morgans poem 
God the artist 

Curiosity

• Do all animals 
live in the same 
types of 
places? 

• How can we 
use nature to 
make art?  

Spirituality

•What if we didn't 
care for God's 
creation? 

Critical 
Thinking

• What if we didn't 
care where we put 
our rubbish? 

Responding

•Weighing up idea 
about Global 
warming and 
pollution. 

•Responding to these 
ideas to give their 
own views.

 

Key Learning:-  In this unit we will be looking at habitats and 

what makes each one suitable for the animal that lives there.  We 

will explore food chains and the nutritional needs of the 

organisms. In our Art focus we will be looking at the sculptures of 

Andy Goldsworthy and using sketching skills to recreate sections 

of his work. We will then create our own environmental art 

sculptures . 
 

As artists, We will investigate the art work of Andy Goldsworthy. 

We will explore line, shape, colour and texture in natural forms 

and make observations of natural objects and use our 

observations as the basis for using our sketching skills to recreate 

some of the finer details of his work and use these to create our 

own class piece of environmental art.  

 

As scientists,  We will explore living things and focus on where 

they live. We will find out how they are adapted to their habitat 

and conduct an investigation into the most suitable habitat for a 

mini-beast. Whilst investigating habitats we will study food chains 

and the nutritional needs of organisms to find out why they prefer 

a certain habitat. 
 

 

Curriculum Shapers 

School 
environmental 
art prjectbased 

on Andy 
Goldsworthy. 

Art assessment 
piece - leaves

Research Andy 
Goldsworthy art 

and Sketch parts of 
his art work. 

Cureden Valley 
trip. Half pond 
dip whilst half 

create art 
work with 

parents. 

Explore food 
chains in 
certain 

habitats. 

Explore local habitats 
within the school 

ground what can you 
find there? 

Work of Art  
Rowan leaves 
around a hole  
 
Andy 
Goldsworthy 
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KICKSTART FOR LEARNING:- Trip to Cuerden Valley to explore different habitats.  

Key Objectives – What we want 

the children to learn 

Key Opportunities – how learning will 

take place 

Opportunities to write – genres for 

children to develop their writing skills 

(linked to previous units) 

Persuasive writing advertising habitats.  

Adventure story based around 

watership down.  

 

 

Challenge Target – what we hope 

children will achieve: represent 

feeding relationships within a habitat 

by food chains; explain that food chains 

begin with a green plant which 

'produces' food for other organisms 

and explain why it is necessary to use a 

reasonably large sample when 

investigating the preferences of small 

invertebrates 

They will be able to: collect visual and 

other information for their work; 

investigate shape, pattern and texture; 

use materials and techniques to 

communicate ideas and experiences; 

comment on similarities and differences 

between their own and others' work; 

adapt and improve their own work 

To know why organisms live in 

particular habitats. To know that 

habitats can change, and that 

affects the organisms that live 

there. To know that humans can 

create habitats. 

List the habitats found near school & 

identify living organisms that could 

possibly be found there. Discuss the 

needs of organisms that they find in 

particular habitats. Write Estate Agent 

descriptions & study a local habitat that 

is undergoing change. 

To explore ideas for design. 

Know what an observational drawing 

is and skills in producing.   

 

Go on a walk around the school grounds.  

Identify plants and animals in different 

areas.  Make a collection of interesting 

dead or dying items etc. not to take 

living things, discuss why not. 

Pupils come back to school and look at 

their findings on each table, use 

magnifying glasses to examine more 

carefully. Sketch objects and their 

patterns in their art books. 

Poetry/Class Novel 

Poem – God the Artist 

Angela Morgan 

 

Novel – Watership down 

 

Know of Andy Goldsworthy the artist 

and his style and use of natural 

materials; create a piece of work in 

the style of A. Goldsworthy. 

Tell the pupils that some artists like to 

draw things from nature and that the 

particular artist we are looking at today 

‘Andy Goldsworthy’ likes to make 

pictures from pebbles and twigs etc. 

which are all natural that he has found 

in nature.  Show the pictures of some of 

his work. 

Tell the pupils that they will be making 

their own pictures in this style. 
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To know that different organisms 

live in different habitats. To 

understand that organisms live in 

habitats their meet their needs. To 

collect information about organisms 

living within a specific habitat. 

Chn observe and collect minibeasts and 

record them and any evidence (including 

plants) to indicate why the habitat is 

suitable for those organisms. 

Core Target – what all children will 

learn: To identify some local habitats; 

name some of the organisms that live 

there; use simple keys to identify 

organisms; state the food source of 

some animals; distinguish between those 

which eat plants and those which eat 

other animals and plan how to 

investigate some of the preferences of 

small animals found in the habitat 

investigate and use drawing, collage and 

textile materials and processes to 

communicate ideas about line, shape and 

colour; comment on differences in 

others' work; suggest ways of improving 

their own work 

To use images of invertebrates to 

identify and classify them. To follow 

an identification key. To construct an 

identification database. 

Chn find out how plants and animals are 

classified into groups. They then try to 

identify the minibeasts found during 

the field trip & create a key using a 

branching database to enable other chn 

to identify them. 

Links with experts– Staff at Cuerden 

Valley 

Learning Hero- Andy Goldsworthy 

Visit – Cuerden Valley to create own 

environmental art work.   

To know that a food chain shows the 

process from producer to consumer. 

To understand the different 

nutritional needs of organisms. To 

read and construct food chains for 

organisms in a local habitat. 

Chn explore the feeding relationship 

(food chains) between organisms living 

in a particular habitat. (Re)introduce 

the words producer, consumer, predator 

& prey. Chn build food chains online & 

play a Food Chain Game 

Create a sculpture in the style of the 

artist Andy Goldsworthy. 

Record their sculptures with the 

digital camera 

 

We will be working as a group this week 

outside creating out own sculpture like 

A. Goldsworthy with natural materials 

from outside and  other natural 

materials that we have found from 

them already. 

Parental Involvement 

Parents will be invited on the school trip 

to Cuerden Valley to share with the chn 

their art creation.  

 

Stepping Stone Target – foundations 

of learning To identify some local 

habitats; name a few of the organisms 

that live there and, with help, identify 

these using simple keys and make 

observations of animals and plants. 

 

They will be able to: use materials and 

processes to communicate ideas; 

describe what they think or feel about 

their own and others' work 

CELEBRATION OF LEARNING:-  Andy Goldsworthy environmental art project in the school ground.  

 


