
Unit 4   

Geography & 

Music Bias 

Whittle-le-Woods C.E. Primary School 

This area of learning is set to help children make sense of our place in the world and is central to their 

development as informed, active and responsible citizens.  It encourages children to investigate the world 

around them from the local to the global.  Through exploring cultures, beliefs, values, human rights and 

responsibilities, children develop a deeper understanding of themselves and others, and a sense of belonging. 

They see how societies are organised and shaped by people’s values and actions, and how communities can 

live and work together. Music can be a source of inspiration, enjoyment and fulfilment providing contexts in 

which children learn to express their thoughts and emotions, use imaginations, experiment and develop 

creativity. 

Focus for learning: 

Geography - Mountains 
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Key Learning:-  Children will be able to name and locate geographical regions 

and their identifying physical characteristics, including hills, mountains and rivers. 

They will learn about the Water Cycle. Children will have the opportunity to use 

maps, and digital/computer mapping. They will learn to use the eight points of a 

compass, four-figure grid references, symbols and key. Within music they will 

learn to improvise and compose music and listen with attention to detail and recall 

sounds with increasing aural memory 
 

As geographers: We will learn about the mountainous areas of Britain and 

compare them with the mountains in Europe and explore how they have 

changed overtime. We will look at map skills, digital mapping and sketch maps 

in the style of Wainwright.  As musicians we will develop our ability to 

recognise, and use scales and create short melodies and accompaniments. 

As writers: We will study writing recounts of Geography field trip to white 

scar caves. We will link our creative writing to a fantasy story and set our 

stories in the Himalayas  

 

Curriculum Shapers 

Location 
knowledgeChn 
use atlases to 

locate 
mountainous 
areas in the 

world. 

Chn look at the 
different ways 
mountains are 

formed. 

Chn study the water cycle and 
investigate why it rains more in 

the mountains. 

The sound of Music  
Chn look at the Tonic 

sol-fa scale and 
create pieces of 

music around this 
scale

Chn compare 
different maps 

of the Lake 
district. Google 
maps, OS and 
Wainwright Chn compare 

mountainous 
areas in the lake 
district and the 
Alps. Impact of 

Tourism

Sound of 

music  

Do re mi … 



Spring 2  Curriculum Unit –Geography and Music Focus  

Key Skills –  

WHITTLE-LE-WOODS C.E. PRIMARY SCHOOL 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resilience

•Chn will have the 
oppertunity to show 
resilience in answering 
research questions and 
finding out the 
answers for 
themselves. 

Oracy

•Chn will share key 
learnign facts and 
reserach with each 
other when they 
produce their results 
of research work

Curiosity

•Why does it rain  more 
in the Lake District? 

Spirituality

•Looking at and 
appreciating natural 
landscapes and the 
impotrance to protect 
them

Critical 
Thinking

•Chn compare the 
changes of the Lake 
district and the Alps 
over the years and 
question the affect of 
Tourism. 

Responding

•Chn develop their 
thinking by responding 
to stimuli and develop 
their questioning skills
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KICKSTART FOR LEARNING:- Bring in mountain equipment for the chn to look at and explore. What do you think this equipment is for? Where 

would people use it? Chn come up with questions using the question grids to guide their learning through the focus. 
Key Objectives – What we want 

the children to learn 

Key Opportunities – how learning will 

take place 

Opportunities to write – genres for 

children to develop their writing skills 

(linked to previous units) 

Information Texts – Research about 

the different mountain areas.  

Explanation Texts – Why does it rain 

more in the Lake district?  

Challenge Target – what we hope 

children will achieve:  

Children will be able locate mountainous 

areas on an atlas and name the main 

mountainous areas and identify their human 

and physical characteristics. Children will be 

able to use the correct vocabulary to name 

the parts of the water cycle and apply this 

understanding to why it rains more in the 

Lake District. Chn will be able to name and 

give examples of how mountains are formed 

and why we find certain types in certain 

areas. Children will be able to locate areas 

and symbols on an OS map using a 4 digit 

grid reference and use 8 points of a 

compass. 

Location of mountains and mountain 

ranges throughout the world 

Chn look at globes and world maps to locate 

and identify the major mountain ranges. 

They learn the names and share basic 

information about each range. They add to a 

class map. 

How mountains are formed. fold, block 

and volcanic mountains 

Chn learn how mountains are formed and 

identify the three types of mountain: fold, 

block and volcanic. They use visual and 

tactile models to help them understand this 

as well as specially produced diagram 

resources. 

Poetry/Class Novel 

Poem –William Wordsworth.  

I wondered lonely as a cloud. 

 

Novel – 

 

The Secret Mountain  

Enid Blyton 

Compare mountainous areas  

Lake district and French Alps.  

Chn plan/carry out a substantive piece of 

research on a chosen mountain range in 

Britain and in Europe. They identify the 

ranges. Then learn specific mountains, 

naming the highest peaks. Chn produce a 

webpage.  

Compare mountainous areas  

 

Chn discover that people visit the world’s 

mountains for lots of reasons, walking, 

climbing and skiing to name but a few. Chn 

consider the damage that these visitors can 

do before drawing a terrifying picture of 

what might be. 

Core Target – what all children will 

learn: 
All children will be able locate mountainous 

areas on an atlas and name the Lake district, 

Alps and Himalayas. They will be able to 

name the parts of the water cycle and 

understand why it rains more in mountainous 

areas. Children will be able to locate areas 

and symbols on an OS map using a 4 digit 

grid reference and use 8 points of a 

compass. Chn will know the 3 different types 

of mountain and can give examples of each 

one.  

Why does it rain more in the mountains  

Water cycle 

Chn are asked why does it rain more in the 

mountains. They use the iPads to investigate 

why linking their learning to the water cycle.  

Chn come up with a check list for people in 

the mountains (It will be wet!!) 

Links with experts - Learning Hero & 

Visit/Visitor 

Learning Hero- Sir Chris Bonnington  

Visit – Simon Thorn Kendal Mountain 

rescue.   

 
Sound of music Chn watch excerpts from the film Discuss 

the structure of the complete Do-re-mi 

song. Learn to sing the first verse of the 
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Do-re-mi song using the kodaly hand signals.  

Wainwright sketching maps of the lake 

district.  

Hokusai Japanese mountain art  

Chn look at Japanese paintings and on 

Hokusai in particular. They use their 

sketches to enable them to produce a pastel 

version of one of Hokusai’s paintings.  

 

Chn look at the map sketching of 

Wainwright. They recreate some of his 

famous line drawings stretching out the 

foreground.  

Parental Involvement 

 

Parents will be invited in to help 

make the models of different 

mountain types 

Stepping Stone Target – foundations of 

learning. 

Chn will be able to locate the lake 

district and the French Alps on a map 

of the world. They will know that it 

rains more in the mountains and link this 

idea with the water cycle. They will 

know there are 3 different types of 

mountain and that mount Fuji is a 

volcanic mountain.  

 

CELEBRATION OF LEARNING:-  Chn will create an art gallery of their Hokusai work and their Wainwright  guidebook books. They will also perform a version of 

Do ra mi to an audience.  

 


