
 

 

Unit 1    

Historical Bias 

Whittle-le-Woods C.E. Primary School 

This unit aims to fire children’s curiosity and imagination about who we are, where 
we have come from, where we live and where we might be going next.  It connects 
Britain’s past with the present and the future, helps children make sense of our place 
in the world and is central to their development as informed, active and responsible 
citizens.  They begin to understand how events that happened in Britain long ago 
can affect our lives today and how our actions shape the future.  Children will secure 
knowledge of how the present has been shaped by the past, through developing a sense 
of chronology, exploring change and continuity over time and understanding why 
and where things happened 

Focus for learning: 

Settlements through the 

ages. 
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Resilience

• Working as a team 
to design and 
build shelters 
throughout the 
focus.

Oracy

• Podcasts of the 
class trip and 
theme day etc.

Curiosity Spirituality

• Humans didn't 
have/ need 
shelters?

Critical Thinking

THE GREAT STINK 

PIT STOP 1 

Life in the 
forests

PIT STOP 4 -

Norman castles

Pit stop 3 Saxon 
developmentsMAIN PIT STOP  

Tudor  Town life

World war 2  -
Modern day

Shelters that 
save lives

PIT STOP 2 

Roman stone 
work

Key Learning:-   

To develop a sense of chronology 

To discover how use of different shelters has shaped British 

society. 

 
As historians, we will explore the legacy of how shelters and communities have 

developed over the years. We will discover the original woodland dwellings of 

the early British people, move through time and look at the different types of 

accommodation and the development of a community.  

 

We will look at the development of shelters that save lives through Norman 

castles and the Air raid shelters of World War 2.  

 

We will study what it would have been like to be a Tudor around town with an 

in depth look into their accommodation, fashion, food and entertainment.  

 

As artists, we will learn about architects history and develop our modeling 

skills to design furniture for our houses. 

 

As geographers, we will learn about human geography and settlements. We will 

learn how to use a map to plan our own settlement using Ordnance Survey 

symbols. 

We will be developing our skills in using technology by creating media for 

different audiences. We will discover how to design websites, create podcasts 

and develop a class blog.  

 

Curriculum Shapers 

Settlements 

through 

the ages. 

Does my shelter fit 

the brief?  

What research is 

accurate?  

• Building techniques 

• Different castles 

• Different air raid 

shelters.  
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KICKSTART FOR LEARNING:- Chn design and create a shelter in Cuerden valley. They use natural materials and will need to think about protection from the weather and space for 

the whole team. 

Key Objectives – What we want the 

children to learn 

Key Opportunities – how learning will take place Opportunities to write – 

genres for children to 

develop their writing 

skills (linked to previous 

units) 

- Historical texts.  

- Recounts.  

- Creating images 

(Shakespeare 

style poems).  

Challenge Target – what we hope children 

will achieve 

 

Most children will regularly address and 

sometimes devise historically valid questions 

about change, cause, similarity and 

difference, and significance and construct 

informed responses that involve thoughtful 

selection and organisation of relevant 

historical information. 

 

They will be able to examine different 

sources and understand how our knowledge 

of the past is constructed and that 

different versions of past events may exist, 

giving some reasons for this. 

History 

 

Think about the building materials 

available to prehistoric man.  

 

DT 

Develop a clear idea of what has to be 

done, planning how to use materials, 

equipment and processes, and suggesting 

alternative methods of making if first 

attempts fail 

Evaluate their products, identifying 

strengths and areas for development, and 

carrying out appropriate test. 

Chn work as groups to plan and build a prehistoric shelter only 

using materials that were available at the time.  

Chn come up with key things a shelter needs to have eg. 

How might they fix posts together? How would it be 

waterproof?  

History 

Discover what a Roman Villa looked like, 

Look at the ancient city of Chester/ York 

and name some of the famous buildings 

within it.   

 

Learning hero: Hadrian 

Chn work on family life and look at Roman villas and look at the 

style and structure of large villas. Chn research Roman 

pottery, using the internet and non-fiction texts. They look at 

the shape, colour and style of Roman pots, considering their 

purposes and functions. Then they plan and begin to create a 

Roman pot of their own. Chn look at their pots and consider 

the appropriate decorations to make these look really Roman 

Poetry/Class Novel 

 

Shakespeare classics for 

children.  

History 

Learn of Saxon building tools & 

techniques, and how Saxon buildings were 

made 

Science  

Use knowledge to date and further 

research to consider materials used by 

Saxon builders. 

Chn consider the properties of the materials in Saxon 

England. They start to look at the different types of buildings 

they made. Find out about materials used and features of this 

period, with a view to creating own model settlement. 

Core Target – what all children will learn 

 

Most children will develop a chronologically 

secure knowledge and understanding of 

British history they will know and 

understand the distinctive features of 
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History 

Explore first type of castles built by the 

Normans. 

 

What building materials would you 

recommend to build a castle? 

 

 

Science 

Investigate properties and consider 

limitations of wood. 

 

 

Learning hero: William the conquer  

 

Children explore defensive features of wooden Motte & Bailey 

castles and how they could be built at great speed. They 

describe what they may have looked like. 

 

Children carry out a series of scientific experiments to test 

the properties of wood. They use their results to consider the 

advantages and disadvantages of wood as a building material 

for castles. 

 

Time to put all our knowledge of castles to the test! Children 

plan, design and build models of concentric castles using Lego. 

Links with experts - 

Learning Hero & 

Visit/Visitor 

 

Samlesbury Hall/ 

Bredbury Hall. 

 

Wattle and Daub Tudor 

wall building.  

 

Visitor that remembers 

Whittle-le-woods in 

40s/50s/60s 

shelters through the ages; use a range of 

sources to reconstruct aspects of life; 

summarise the main aspects of life for 

historical people; compare and contrast 

aspects of life studied with today 

  

History 

Know about some of Henry VIII’s actions 

and characteristics and how these 

affected his monarchy 

 

Use own research to add detail to Tudor 

houses and so demonstrate knowledge of 

specific aspects of Tudor life    

DT 

Generate ideas about how best to 

represent people within their Tudor 

Street and create examples using simple 

but effective techniques  

Chn discover that Henry VIII, son of Henry VII had a very 

different character from that of his father. 

Chn research the wives of Henry VIII and compare their 

offspring, characters and what eventually happened to them. 

 

Chn start to build their street, discussing at first the 

materials that were used and how best to represent them. 

They consider what features to show and complete making the 

outer shells of the houses. 

History 

Understand the place of Shakespeare’s 

plays in Tudor London.  

 

English 

Design a film poster using persuasive 

writing.   

 

Shakespeare’s blockbuster plays are full of war, love, laughter 

and tears – just like films today! Chn watch Romeo and Juliet 

and then design a modern-day poster. 

 

Actors had to be skilled swordsmen for all the fighting in 

Shakespeare’s plays. Chn enact duels and create freeze-frame 

digital photographs to add to their posters. 

 

Shakespeare’s tragic heroes are not at all like superheroes. 

Parental Involvement 

 

Parents will be invited to 

join in the Tudor house 

building activity.  

Stepping Stone Target – foundations of 

learning 

 

Children who have not made as much 

progress should have developed an 

awareness of the past, using common words 

and phrases relating to the passing of time. 

They should know where the people and 

events they study fit within a chronological 
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They are flawed and do terrible things! Chn watch Macbeth 

and invent own flawed Shakespearean heroes. 

framework and identify similarities and 

differences between ways of life in 

different periods. They should use a wide 

vocabulary of everyday  

historical terms. 

 

 They should ask and answer questions, 

choosing and using parts of stories and 

other sources to show that they know and 

understand key features of events. They 

should understand some of the ways in which 

we find out about the past and identify 

different ways in which it is represented. 

History 

Use primary and secondary resources to 

research air raid shelters and understand 

popular designs and why.  

Chn learn about the battle of Britain and the bombing of 

British cities. Houses offered no protection and so air raid 

shelters were built. Chn research and design the most common 

types.  

History 

Use primary and secondary resources to 

research the settlement of whittle-le-

woods.  

What will our view look like in 20 years time? Chn look closely 

at a local area by studying old photos. How has it changed? 

What has stayed the same? Using role-play and newspaper 

reports chn explore this and the issues that surround the 

changes. 

CELEBRATION OF LEARNING:- Chn display and show parents the timeline of models that they have created throughout the focus.  
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Focus 
Day

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.


