
SEND Report for 2014/15 

Current types of Special Educational Needs Provision 

Currently school have provision in place to meet the needs of pupils in the following areas:  

 Autistic Spectrum Disorder (ASD)  

 Social, emotional and mental health difficulties, including behaviour 

 Cognition and learning 

 Communication and interaction  

 Specific learning difficulties, including dyslexia and dyspraxia 

 Hearing Impairment 

 Mobility difficulties 

The School Leadership Team (SLT) meets termly to look at the needs of pupils in school and the level of 

support that is required to be put in place to meet those needs; this produces the school’s SEN provision 

map, which in turn feeds into each classes provision map. The provision map is reviewed termly and 

adjusted in light of any changing need. It ensures that any needs that have been identified are being met. 

Identification of children with SEND  

 The school aims to identify additional needs as early as possible.  

 There is good liaison between the pre-school settings and school and effective transition 

arrangements are in. This gives school an understanding of pupil needs as they enter school.  

 When pupils are already in school, the school’s assessment tracking systems including termly pupil 

progress meetings between teachers and head teacher allow for identification of pupil needs when 

they arise.  

 Class Teachers may raise concerns they have about pupils in their class at any time, which are then 

followed up by the SENCO. 

 Parents may also raise concerns or highlight needs.  

 Outside agencies e.g. NHS agencies may inform school of pupil needs.  

 Once concerns or needs become apparent, interventions are planned to address those needs.  

 School will seek and act on expert advice from other professionals including specialist teachers and 

educational psychologists to identify needs.  

 Effective transition arrangements are put in place if a child with SEND transfers to Whittle-le-woods 

from another school.  

Assessment of children with SEND  

 Children with SEND are assessed in the same way as all children at school: through teacher 

questioning, work in books and formal and informal assessments. This informs the teachers’ 

planning for the child, ensuring it meets his/her needs and lets the child know what s/he needs to 

do to improve.  

 In addition the school makes use of specialist resources to assess progress of children with SEND, 

including the GL dyslexia screener, Sandwell Numeracy Test and some intervention baseline 

assessments. 

 In almost all cases children with SEND have Individual Learning Plans (ILPs) with specific targets in 

relation to their learning. Progress against these targets is monitored continuously and reviewed 

termly by school staff, parents and children. 

 



Additional support in the classroom  

 All classes have additional adult support in the form of teaching assistants (TAs) who work 

alongside the teacher and children.  

 Depending on specific need, each child with SEND has access to some TA support. This might 

take the form of one-to-one support; it might be in specific subject areas, or in small group 

work e.g. motor skills or social skills.  

Facilitating access to the curriculum  

 Individual Learning Plans (ILPs)  

 Sensory diet provision devised and monitored by Shine Therapy. 

 Visual timetables, now and next strategies and Social Stories where appropriate. 

 Individual or small group working opportunities.  

 Access to a specialist teacher of the deaf for fortnightly support. 

 Access to an educational psychologist (EP) support for identification and assessment of 

need/counselling where necessary. 

 Specialist speech and language therapy support (SALT).  

 Behavioural, emotional and social support through our bi-weekly Nurture groups and small 

social groups. 

 Specialist support programmes run by TA’s have included IDL (Indirect Dyslexia Learning), 

Phonics Booster, Speed Up!, Write from the Start, Toe by Toe, Talkboost and Quest. 

  

How school evaluates the effectiveness of its provision for pupils with SEN 

 Provision provided for pupils with SEND is planned and delivered by teachers and teaching 

assistants across the school. 

 Each intervention is recorded by the member of staff delivering it and they feedback to the 

Class Teacher and SENCO regularly. 

 As part of the school’s monitoring and evaluating schedule the SENCO looks at class SEN files, work 

produced by pupils with SEND and also interviews these pupils. 

 Using Lancashire tracking and internal school tracking the Headteacher and SENCO evaluate the 

impact of provision made for individual children and recommend next steps/update the 

provision map accordingly. 

Arrangements for assessing and reviewing progress of pupils with special educational needs  

 There is an annual review meeting for the one child currently in school with a 

Statement/Education or Health and Care (EHC) Plan.  

 At this meeting the progress the child has made against agreed targets over the last twelve 

months is reviewed. The quality of the provision is discussed and targets are agreed for the next 

twelve months.  

 Contributions to this process are made by the child, the parents, educational professionals such 

as educational psychologists and specialist teachers, the class teacher and any teaching 

assistant supporting the child.  

 The child, parent, class teacher, teacher and SENCO review and evaluate progress against these 

targets termly. 

 The data collected internally and data from statutory tests indicated that pupils identified as having 

SEND have made excellent progress this year with many  closing the gap with their peers. 



Teaching pupils with special educational needs and/ or disability  

 Every teacher is a teacher of SEND at Whittle-le-woods and we have a very experienced team of 

staff who are able to differentiate appropriately and seek support where needed.  

 Children with SEND are educated in the classroom with the rest of their peers and are withdrawn 

for small group or 1:1 support where necessary.  

 Work is differentiated to meet the needs of each individual child across all areas of the curriculum 

so that each child can access the learning in their own way.  

 Some children require extra guidance on organisation so that they are ready to learn. Each class 

teacher will provide resources to support these children so that they can manage independent 

learning in the best possible way e.g. providing individual pictorial timetable, now and next cards, 

individual instructions, pre-teaching, own equipment stations, etc  

 ILPs are used to provide specific, measurable targets that are achievable within a 10-12 week time 

frame. These are discussed with the child who inputs onto the document before signing. These 

targets are addressed during 1:1 time or small group work (depending on the target) at specific 

times during the week. 

Additional support for learning that is available to pupils with special educational needs and/or disability 

The school ensures that every child is given fair and reasonable access and support in tests. Below is a list 

of some of the adjustments that can be made:  

 Additional time for children with statements/EHC plans or specific learning difficulties. 

 Use of a scribe for children with difficulties in writing.  

 Use of quiet rooms away from the main body of the class.  

 Use of a reader.  

 Rest breaks  

Arrangements made to supervise a child during breaks and lunchtimes  

 Breaks and lunchtimes are supervised by members of the teaching staff and welfare staff. 

 Pupils with SEND may have one- to-one support where this has been identified as necessary to 

assist a child e.g. with social interaction skills or supervising safe eating.  

 There is a suitable ratio of adults: children, supervising break and lunchtimes depending on the 

need of those children.  

Ensuring a child stays safe outside the classroom 

Ensuring children’s safety is a main school priority. Therefore activities such as school trips are risk 

assessed and the SEND needs of children are taken into account when planning for adult participation on a 

trip.  

Arrangements for consulting parents of children with special educational needs and/or disability  

Who can they contact if they have concerns about their child/young person?  

 The school website gives details about staff and governors.  

 Parents are welcome to meet with the head teacher at any time by appointment. 

 Class teachers hold a ‘Meet the teacher’ session at the start of the school year to introduce 

themselves and make clear that they can be contacted if parents have any concerns about their 

child that they wish to discuss.  

 The SENCO makes appointments to meet with the parents of children with SEND  

 



How do parents communicate with key staff : 

 School recommends making an appointment to see key members of staff.  

 There is an ‘Open Door’ policy for shorter conversations as long as this does not negatively 

impact on either the safety or the learning of the children.  

 In some instances teachers can arrange to organise a home/ school diary.  

 The school is contactable by email.  

How parents updated with their child/young person’s progress?  

 There are parents’ evenings in the autumn and spring terms.  

 ILP’s are reviewed termly and parents encouraged to view/come in to school and discuss them. 

 There is a written report at the end of the summer term followed by a celebration of learning 

evening. For children with SEND there are regular opportunities for parents to meet the class 

teacher and/ or SENCO to discuss the child’s progress against his/ her educational targets. 

These meetings take place each term.  

 The SENCO or Head teacher provides written updates on appointments with outside agencies to 

inform parents of when they are coming to see their child. This will then be followed up by a 

written letter, telephone conversation or face-to-face meeting to discuss the outcome of 

particular visits. 

Information, advice and guidance parents can access through the school  

 The Local Offer on the school website is an excellent source of information, guidance and 

support for parents.  

 The SENDCO is able to advise parents where to ask for further support. 

 The school has very good links with outside agencies and can guide parents as to where the 

required information, advice and guidance can be obtained.  

Arrangements for consulting young people with special educational needs about, and involving them in, 

their education  

 School council  

 House representatives  

 Pupil attitude questionnaire  

 Termly ILP review meetings when new targets are set – all children are involved in writing a new ILP 

– these can be updated throughout the term and the child can celebrate their achievements. 

The governing body’s role in meeting the needs of pupils with special educational needs and/or 

disability and in supporting the families of such pupils  

 The school has a nominated SEND governor who liaises closely with the SENCO and head teacher 

and reports regularly to the full governing body of the school. At Whittle-le-woods the SEND 

governor is Mrs Rosemary Trustam. 

 The governors fulfil their statutory duty in holding the head teacher to account in ensuring that 

pupils with SEND and their families are supported appropriately and through the involvement of 

other agencies where appropriate/necessary. 

Care plans  

 At present no children require care plans. However if needed these are held centrally and 

available to view by all staff.  



 Children with a specific medical need eg. allergies, asthma are detailed on a noticeboard in the 

staffroom. 

 Staff who work most closely with the children make themselves familiar with the contents of the 

plan and access training if necessary.  

 All staff are informed if there is a care plan in place and what it means for the child and the adults in 

school.  

 From time to time staff receive training in meeting the needs of a particular care plan for example, 

diabetes or epilepsy training.  

 Episode Plans are in place for children requiring support from Speech and Language Therapy 

(SALT) which are updated by the Speech and Language Therapist. School work with the Speech 

team to meet the objectives set. 

Inclusive clubs and activities  

Although some clubs are only open to specific age ranges, all children are welcome to attend regardless of 

need or ability. All possible adjustments are made to ensure all activities are inclusive. 

The school’s arrangements for supporting pupils with special educational needs and/or disability in 

transferring between phases of education  

 At various times pupils at Whittle-le-woods have the opportunity to visit local High Schools.  

 Parents of children with SEND are encouraged to visit potential schools e.g. high schools and special 

schools before completing their secondary school applications.  

 The SENCO at Whittle-le-woods can guide parents by informing Parent Partnership who endeavour 

to assist with parental requests as and when needed.  

 The SENCO can arrange for additional visits to a named High School where appropriate. 

 There are transition meetings held in school to plan for pupils with SEND moving on to their new 

schools. These take place between the SENCO, year 6 teacher, head of year 7, form tutor and the 

SENCO from the secondary school.  

 There is good and well established liaisons between Whittle-le-woods and the SENCOs at the 

receiving schools. 


